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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 1 4 are presented for examination. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

i. page 3, line 1, transformer coils 16 are not shown in the figures; 

ii. page 5, detail description, lines 1, 2, 3, meter 100 is not shown in any of the figures; 

iii. page 6, lines 18 and 19, line "114a Fig. 3" appears to be line 1 14a Fig. 2; 

iv. page 7, line 13, openings 130, does not appear to be shown in Fig. 3; 

v. page 8, line 21, contact output 144c appears in Fig. 4 and not in Fig. 3; 

vi. page 16, line 4, describes items 144a and 144b in Fig. 4 of which they do not appear 
in Fig. 4. 

This is only a sample of the errors that are to numerous to list in total. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 



3. The drawings [Figure 3] are objected to because item 150a is not shown. Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/66 1,821 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2858 

all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from 
the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and 
appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 
1. 121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Slater et al. 
(US Patent No. 6,275, 1 68 and Slater hereinafter). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/66 1,821 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2858 

6. As to claim 1, Slater discloses configurable buss element for an electricity meter, the buss 
element comprising: 

a conductive piece of metal formed into a series of contact connectors and a network of 
elongate conductors extending between and among the series of contact connectors [Fig. 1; col. 
8, lines 48-55], each of the plurality of contact connectors configured to contact a circuit element 
of an electricity meter [col. 10, lines 44-48], the network of elongate conductors operable to 
provide connectivity between the contact connectors and select portions of the conductive piece 
of metal in one of a plurality of connectivity configurations [col. 4, lines 23-29], each of the 
connectivity configurations corresponding to an electricity meter configuration, the select one of 
the plurality of connectivity configurations defined by a predetermined set of discontinuities 
introduced in the network of elongate conductors (col. 4, lines 28-29). 

7. As to claim 9, Slater discloses a method of forming a connection between at least one 
sensor device of an electricity meter and at least one electrical component disposed on a circuit 
board [col. 6, lines 25-36], the method comprising: 

a) providing a conductive piece of metal formed into a series of contact connectors and a 
network of elongate conductors extending between and among the series of contact connectors 
(col. 8, lines 48-55); 

b) introducing one of a plurality of sets of discontinuities in the network elongate 
conductors, each of the plurality of sets of discontinuities in the network elongate conductors 
corresponding to one of a plurality of meter configurations (col. 4, lines 23-29); 
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c) disposing at least part of a sensor device within one of a plurality of contact connectors 
formed in a conductive piece of metal (col. 4, lines 30-38). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 2-8 and 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Slater in view of Fye et al. (US Patent No. 6,734,663 and Fye hereinafter). 

Although the system disclosed by Slater shows substantial features of the claimed 

invention (discussed in the paragraphs above), it fails to discloses: 

a plastic housing affixed to the conductive piece of metal [claims 2, 10]; 

where the plastic housing includes a first set of openings corresponding to the contact 

connectors [claims 3, 11]; 

where the plastic includes a set of indicia, the set of indicia disposed above select 

portions of the network of elongate connectors, the select portions of the network of elongate 

connectors constituting locations at which discontinuities may be introduced to form any of the 

plurality of connectivity configurations [claims 4, 12]; 

a plastic housing overmolded onto the conductive piece of metal (claims 5, 13]; 
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where the conductive piece of metal comprises a phosphor bronze stamping [claims 6, 
14]; 

where at least one of the contact connectors is configured to receive a meter blade, the 
meter blade having an end configured to be received by a standard electricity meter 
socket [claim 7]; 

where the conductive piece of metal is further formed into connector contact pads formed 
in the network of elongate conductors [claim 9], 

Nonetheless, theses features are well known in the art and would have been an obvious 
modification of the system disclosed by Slater, as evidenced by Fye. 

Fye discloses a solid-state electricity meter that measures a current applied to a load 

having: 

a plastic housing affixed to the conductive piece of metal [claims 2, 10] (col. 4, 
lines 9-15; 

where the plastic housing includes a first set of openings corresponding to the contact 
connectors [claims 3, 1 1] (col. 4, lines 9-15); 

where the plastic includes a set of indicia, the set of indicia disposed above select 
portions of the network of elongate connectors, the select portions of the network of elongate 
connectors constituting locations at which discontinuities may be introduced to form any of the 
plurality of connectivity configurations [claims 4, 12] (col. 4, lines 9-15); 

a plastic housing overmolded onto the conductive piece of metal (claims 5, 13] (col. 9, 

lines 9-15); 
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where the conductive piece of metal comprises a phosphor bronze stamping [claims 6, 
14] (col 3, lines 53-58); 

where at least one of the contact connectors is configured to receive a meter blade, the 
meter blade having an end configured to be received by a standard electricity meter 
socket [claim 7] (col. 3, lines 51-52); 

where the conductive piece of metal is further formed into connector contact pads formed 
in the network of elongate conductors [claim 9] (col. 8, lines 48-55). 
Given the teaching of Fye, a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
would have readily recognized the desirability and advantages of modifying Slater by employing 
the well known or conventional features of meter technology, such as disclosed by Fye, in order 
to efficiently provide for economical manufacture, maintenance, and modification in the Slater 
system. 

Prior Art Made of Record 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

A. Balko et al. (US Patent No. 6,972,555) discloses an electricity meter that includes 
configurable sensing blades. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Walter Benson whose telephone number is (571) 272-2227. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Fri 6:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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